Disability rites: the cultural shift following impairment.
Persons with disabilities experience barriers to health within a culture. The local culture assigns meanings to those with impairments and their activities. In order to understand the experience of disability as influenced by culture, anthropological models of rites of passage and liminality have been used, but these can be extended further. The authors posit that local cultures should be the context for studying disability, and thus extend on previous work by Murphy on the rites of passage for persons with disabilities. This article will: (1) review how disability has been culturally created and defined, (2) provide additional evidence for the argument regarding the existence of disability culture, and (3) extend the work on rites of passage for persons with disabilities. A brief discussion of how this expanded model might guide the understanding of disability and the understanding of barriers to health follows.